
BIPHA Guidance for Safeguarding Leads 
 

Guidance on procedures for safeguarding leads 

/welfare officers 

BIPHA and its members are not child protection experts and therefore do not 

have the responsibility to decide if abuse has taken place. All suspicions and 

allegations must be shared with professional agencies that are responsible for 

child protection.  

Social services have a legal responsibility under the Children Act 2004 to 

investigate all child protection referrals. If there is any doubt, you must report 

the incident: it may just be one of a series of incidents which together give 

cause for concern. 

Procedures 

 Any person in charge of an Inline Hockey activity should seek immediate 

advice from National Safeguarding Lead officer to determine whether the issue 

is poor practice or possible child abuse.  

 • If the issue is advised as bad practice then the person in charge should 

follow the BIPHA procedure for a report of poor practice 

• If the issue is advised as an abuse issue then the person in charge should 

report the case to the Social Services Department or the Police 

Suspicion of abuse by an employee or volunteer 

• Safeguarding officer to report the matter to social services 

• Parent/ carer of child to be contacted as soon as possible following 

advice from Social services 

•  Chairperson of organisation to be notified to decide who will implement 

any immediate disciplinary proceedings and deal with any media 

inquires 

• Safeguarding officer should notify BIPHA National Safeguarding Lead 

Officer 

If the allegation is regarding the safeguarding/welfare officer, then the 

appropriate manager should be informed who should refer to social services. 

All information should be shared on a strictly need to know basis and records 

kept in accordance with data protection laws. 
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Suspicion of abuse by someone outside BIPHA (eg parent/carer) 

• Concerns reported to club/regional Safeguarding/welfare Officer If 

unavailable Social Services should be contacted but let officer know as 

soon as possible. 

• Safeguarding officer to report the matter to social services 

• Social Services will decide if and how parents should be informed 

• Safeguarding officer should notify BIPHA National Safeguarding Lead 

Officer 

 

 

  


